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CHAPTER 32
[House Bill No. 13711

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION-COMMERCIAL CHARTERED BUS SERVICE

AN ACT Relating to student transportation; and amending RCW 28A.24.055.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. I. Section 28A.24.055, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last
amended by section 1, chapter 61, Laws of 1983 1st ex. sess. and RCW
28A.24.055 are each amended to read as follows:

The operation of each local school district's student transportation
program is declared to be the responsibility of the respective board of di-
rectors, and each board of directors shall determine such matters as which
individual students shall be transported and what routes shall be most effi-
ciently utilized. State moneys allocated to local districts for student trans-
portation shall be spent only for student transportation activities, but need
not be spent by the local district in the same manner as calculated and al-
located by the state.

A school district is authorized to provide for the transportation of stu-
dents enrolled in the school or schools of the district both in the case of
students who reside within the boundaries of the district and of students
who reside outside the boundaries of the district.

When children are transported from one school district to another the
board of directors of the respective districts may enter into a written con-
tract providing for a division uf the cost of such transportation between the
districts.
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School districts may use school buses and drivers hired by the district or
commercial chartered bus service for the transportation of school children
and the school employees necessary for their supervision to and from any
school activities within or without the school district during or after school
hours and whether or not a required school activity, so long as the school
board has officially designated it as a school activity. For any extra-curric-
ular uses, the school board shall charge an amount sufficient to reimburse
the district for its cost.

In addition to the right to contract for the use of buses provided in
RCW 28A.24.170 and 28A.24.172, any school district may contract to fur-
nish the use of school buses of that district to other users who are engaged
in conducting an educational or recreational program supported wholly or in
part by tax funds or programs for elderly persons at times when those buses
are not needed by that district and under such terms as will fully reimburse
such s,-hool district for all costs related or incident thereto: PROVIDED,
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HOWEVER, That no such use of school district buses shall be permitted
except where other public or private transportation certificated or licensed
by the Washington utilities and transportation commission is not reasonably
available to the user: PROVIDED FURTHER, That no user shall be re-
quired to accept any charter bus for services which the user believes might
place the health or safety of the children or elderly persons in jeopardy.

Whenever any persons are transported by the school district in its own
motor vehicles and by its own employees, the board may provide insurance
to protect the district against loss, whether by reason of theft, fire or prop-
erty damage to the motor vehicle or by reason of liability of the district to
persons from the operation of such motor vehicle.

The board may provide insurance by contract purchase for payment of
hospital and medical expenses for the benefit of persons injured while they
are on, getting on, or getting off any vehicles enumerated herein without
respect to any fault or liability on the part of the school district or operator.
This insurance may be provided without cost to the persons notwithstanding
the provisions of RCW 28A.58.420.

If the transportation of children or elderly persons is arranged for by
contract of the district with some person, the board may require such con-
tractor to procure such insurance as the board deems advisable.

Passed the House January 27, 1986.
Passed the Senate February 27, 1986.
Approved by the Governor March 10, 1986.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 10, 1986.

CHAPTER 33
[Substitute House Bill No. 13351

PERSONAL SERVICE CONTRACTS

AN ACT Relating to personal services contracts; amending RCW 39.29.040; and adding
new sections to chapter 39.29 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. I. A new section is added to chapter 39.29
RCW to read as follows:

The legislature finds that: (1) The state of Washington spends in excess
of seventy million dollars per biennium on personal service contracts; (2)
there exists widespread confusion regarding definitions, accounting practic-
es, and selection procedures, which, in turn, lead to the use of personal
service contracts when they are not appropriate or in a manner that is not
cost-effective. In addition, the legislature finds that neither the executive
nor the legislative branches of government have oversight procedures which
are adequate enough to allow them to determine the true extent of personal
service contract use or abuse. Therefore, the legislature finds that it is in the
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